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Discuss

Create

Imagine

Explore

Talk through your thoughts.
 

• Codes have been used all throughout history. Why have codes been important? 
• Watch the movie “National Treasure” and observe all the codes the characters 

find and use. Discuss the different tools and messages.

Make an experience of  your own.
 

• Create your own secret code with a friend!
• Make your own scytale just like the ancient Greeks used! Follow the directions in 

the book.

Use your imagination to explore. 
 

• Imagine you are spy for the army. What sort of code would you use to help 
transfer messages to your commander? 

• Imagine you have grown up and now need a job. What sort of jobs could you 
have today that you would need to use codes?

Like this book? Find more:
 

• Spies & Lies: Famous & Infamous Spies by Susan K Mitchell
• Assassins, Traitors, and Spies by Elaine Landau
• You Wouldn’t want to be a Secret Agent During WWII! by John Malam
• Liar & Spy by Rebecca Stead

Spy Codes & 
Ciphers
By Susan K. Mitchell

H A V E  F U N !


